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the eftect to mechanical injury of the stem caused by soil
particles dashed against it by the heavy rains which prevailed
at the time when this condition of the plants was first
noticed.
The increase in thickness of the stem above the injury,
and the occurrence of a swollen callus at the lower edge of
the sound tissue, indicate that the injury occurred some
considerable time before it was noticed. Where roots arise
from the callus, that time must be still longer. Hence it is
scarcely possible to explain this condition by reference to
the weather at the time when it is observed.
On the other hand, the fact that the plants ultimately
die, and that different stages of injury are found in close
association at the same time, point to fungus action as the
primary cause. Further evidence in favour of the latter
explanation has been noted in Ceylon, viz. the disease occurs
during the wet season; it occurs in patches through the
nurseries, not all over the beds or attacking all the plants
at the same time ; in many cases the plants at the edge of
the beds are not affected ; when the first shoot has died,
and two new shoots have been produced below the injury,
these new shoots may be attacked in the same way.
The affected plants, in Ceylon, commonly bear minute
white patches   on the blackened constricted area.    These
are the fructifications of a Fuswium, which is probably the
of  the  injury.    That,  however,  has not yet  been
definitely proved.
It is probable that several fungi which occur in the soil
an injury of this kind, especially if the plants
are unthrifty because of unfavourable soil conditions.    It
Is surprising to note in how many cases the afiected nurseries
have been situated on the sites of old cooly lines or cooly
In some instances that may to a great extent
account for the presence of the disease, for it is in just such
that one  would expect injurious soil fungi to be
rampant.    It is generally recognised in Ceylon that tea does
not do well on the sites of old cooly lines, and that fact has
been brought forward in support of the theory that tea
will not endure lime, but it is  more probable that the
explanation is to be found in the existence of numerous
soil fungi in such localities.